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Titel Workshop 1: Intersectionality as Critical Methodology 
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Intersectionality has become a ‘buzzword’ in critical feminist and anti-
racist theory as the best way to understand the interaction between 
gender, race, and other categories of difference in individual lives, 
social practices, institutional arrangements, and cultural ideologies and 
the outcomes of these interactions in terms of power.  But how can we 
actually use intersectionality in our research?  In this lecture, I will talk 
about some of the ‘in’s’ and ‘out’s’ of intersectionality as a 
methodology. Several strategies will be explored for using 
intersectionality as a helpmeet for doing critical research.   
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Kathy Davis is senior research fellow in the Sociology Department at the 
VU University in the Netherlands. She was co-editor of the European 
Journal of Women’s Studies for many years. Her research interests 
include: sociology of the body,  intersectionality, travelling theory and 
transnational practices;  biography as methodology and critical and 
creative strategies for academic writing.  She is the author of many 
books, including Reshaping the Female Body (Routledge, 1995), 
Dubious Equalities and Embodied Differences (Rowman & Littlefield, 
2003),  and The Making of Our Bodies, Ourselves: How Feminism 
Travels Across Borders (Duke, 2007) and Dancing Tango: Passionate 
Encounters in a Globalizing World (NYUPress, 2015). She is currently 
working on the Routledge Handbook of Intersectionality Studies with 
Helma Lutz. 
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