	[image: A black background with blue text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
	[image: ]
	



Initial Artistic PhD Research Proposal & Portfolio for Admission to Year 1 (GS1)
for PhD Candidates in Artistic Research 
University of Humanistic Studies (UvH) & HKU University of the Arts Utrecht

Name PhD applicant: 

Professional position and organisation: 

Research topic (refer to list on UvH.nl) and UvH-HKU supervisors: 

Title proposed PhD research: 



A. Artistic Portfolio
As part of your application for admission to the first year of the PhD trajectory, you are asked to submit an artistic portfolio that offers insight into your current practice and its potential to develop as a process of research. We understand artistic practice as a field of critical and creative inquiry – a material, relational, and embodied mode of engagement through which new forms of knowledge can begin to emerge. Your portfolio should show how your creative process engages with questions, themes, or concerns you aim to explore further through artistic research. It should not only demonstrate the artistic quality of your work, but how your practice and methods prompt critical reflection and foster experimental ways of making and thinking. The portfolio should present a distinctive artistic voice, conceptual curiosity and precision, and an openness to development within a research context. It should reflect artistic coherence and consistency together with contextual literacy – that is, a sensitivity to the specific material, socio-political, and/or environmental contexts in which your work is situated. Overall, your portfolio should convey how your practice articulates ideas, invites engagement, and positions itself within ongoing conversations in your field – demonstrating, with appropriate documentation, its potential to contribute to the unfolding and transformation of knowledge through artistic research.

Submission Guidelines
· Submit your portfolio as a single PDF file (max. 25 MB) or as a clearly organised folder (max. 1 GB). If using a folder, include a cover PDF with a contents list.
· Include an introductory text (min. 400–max. 600 words) outlining your artistic concerns, research orientation, and how you envision the development of your practice within the PhD trajectory.
· Include a selection of 3 to 10 works that reflect your current artistic practice. These may take the form of images, audio/video excerpts, scores, scripts, texts, or other relevant formats. For time-based or media works, please provide streaming links (e.g. Vimeo, YouTube). The total viewing/listening time should not exceed 15 minutes. 
· Each work should be accompanied by a caption (max. 150 words) stating title, year, medium/duration, your role (and collaborators, if applicable), and why this work is relevant to your research orientation.
· Written materials may be submitted in a language other than English, provided they are accompanied by an English translation.
· Please ensure that all files are clearly named and the portfolio is easy to navigate. Visual and textual materials should be of sufficient resolution and presented in a clear, legible layout suitable for on-screen review.


B. Artistic Research Proposal

1. Introduction of the research 
Briefly describe the central concern or question that will guide your artistic research. What is the issue, tension, problem, or situation – within society, your artistic field, academic discipline, or broader cultural context – that you feel compelled to explore in depth? What evokes your curiosity or unsettles you, and why does this matter now? How does your artistic practice engage with or respond to this concern? This section should be grounded in relevant academic literature and, where appropriate, include references to artistic, cultural, or professional sources that inform your inquiry; please refer to the sources used. (min. 200–max. 400 words)

























2. Academic, artistic, and societal relevance
Why do you think that this research is necessary? Briefly describe the academic, artistic, and societal relevance of your research. What are the key debates – within academic scholarship, artistic practice, and society at large – to which your project aims to contribute? What are the main positions or perspectives within these contexts? What is already known, expressed, or theorized in relation to your topic? What knowledge, understanding, or artistic inquiry is still missing? How will your research contribute to filling these gaps – or, alternatively, how might it help to clarify, challenge, or reframe a central controversy? This section should be grounded in relevant academic literature and, where appropriate, include references to artistic, cultural, or professional sources that inform your inquiry; please refer to the sources used. (min. 400–max. 600 words) 






















Please name and briefly discuss three authors, artists, theorists, curators, or practitioners from other relevant fields whose work also engages with the issue you are exploring. Explain why their work is relevant and meaningful to your own research. Also describe how your project will add to, expand upon, or complicate what they have already articulated or created. (max. 300 words)






















3. Embedding in UvH and HKU research programmes
To foster collaboration and coherence, all research – including PhD projects – must align with and contribute to UvH’s and HKU’s institutional research programmes and fit within at least one UvH research department. We ask that you review the following: (1) UvH’s Research Programme and the UvH research departments; (2) HKU’s three guiding themes (“lichtpunten”): The Art of Healthcare and Wellbeing; The Art of Diversity and Inclusion; and The Art of Sustainability and Circularity; and (3) the joint UvH-HKU initiative Meaningful Artistic Research (MAR). Based on these, please briefly describe how your research connects with these themes and addresses the shared concerns of both institutions. (max. 250 words)



















4. Research Aim and Key Question
Describe the main aim of your research. (min. 50–max. 100 words)









Formulate the main question and sub questions that will guide your research. (min. 25–max 50 words)










5. Research Design and Methods 
Describe your research design, which may include artistic research approaches – such as practice-based, process-led, performative, or material research – as well as academic approaches such as philosophical, historical, empirical, ethnographic, case study, or action research. Give an outline of your design, explaining how your research questions, theoretical and methodological approaches, and artistic practice align and inform one another. (min. 100–max. 200 words) 















In addition, specify the particular methods you expect to use to carry out the artistic research design, outlining how you will create, document, and analyse your work. In artistic research, methods may include both artistic media and techniques – such as painting, sculpting, performance, or digital media – and academic research methods. Among academic approaches, you might employ philosophical frameworks – including phenomenological, constructivist, and new materialist analyses – as well as cultural analysis, discourse analysis, participant observation, in-depth interviews, focus groups, questionnaires, or other methods relevant to your project. Briefly motivate your choices. (min. 200–max. 300 words)



















6. Dissemination
Describe how you plan to present your artistic research process and outputs within academic, artistic, and/or broader communities. Explain when, where, and how your work – both in-progress and final – could be made public or shared with relevant audiences. (min. 100–max. 200 words)













7. References
Please include a complete list of all sources and references cited in this proposal, formatted according to APA guidelines.
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